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Superintendent...

Robert S. Monroe
Partnerships Keep 
Focus on Student 
Success

Just ten short months ago, we began the       
2021-2022 year with a common goal in mind: 
maintain full, in person learning for our students 
and return the many important traditions that are 
critical to the school experience.  
It is a goal that we accomplished, thanks to the 
partnership of  our staff, community, students and 
families.  
Our students, parents and staff  worked 
collaboratively to move forward while making 
those adjustments necessary to create a positive 
learning environment. 
In the meantime, traditions were returned that are 
part of  the fabric of  our community – athletic 
events, concerts, volunteers in our classrooms, 
business partnerships, honors programs, and so 
many more.  
The tragic events in Oxford and Uvalde and 
the constant changes in our environment have 
tested our community in unimaginable ways. 
Our incredible UCS staff  provided the stability 
necessary with the care and concern for students 
that are a legacy of  our district. I want to 
thank them for their leadership, resiliency and 
commitment. 
We could not have navigated this path without 
all of  us working together to focus on student 
success.  
On behalf  of  our entire district, thank you for 
your support of  Utica Community Schools. I 
wish you the best for a safe and relaxing summer. 

Stevenson MADE’s First Graduating Class
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Opening its doors in 2018 to the first freshman 
class of  Stevenson Manufacturing, Automation 
and Design Engineering (MADE), 78 seniors 
are now prepared to graduate from this Utica 
Community Schools specialty program with 
unique, newfound skills.  
“To be a part of  this first graduating class is 
really amazing,” Stevenson MADE senior, 
Madisen Easterly, said. “It’s something that is 
very special that not many people get to have.”
As a four-year program housed within the walls 
of  Stevenson High School, Stevenson MADE 
has fostered a community-centered culture of  
creativity, trust and support. 
“It’s refreshing to have this family culture 
that MADE has fostered,” Stevenson MADE 
fabrication teacher, Jesse Siress, said. “This 
MADE academy is something special.”
Since the program’s launch, what Stevenson 
MADE Program Administrator, Alison 

Hildebrand, has come to be most proud of  is 
the sense of  continuous improvement that is 
stressed to the students which has subsequently 
been adopted by staff. 
“It has been incredibly rewarding to be a part 
of  this program and to see the growth of  both 
our students and staff,” Hildebrand said. 
Many of  the inaugural graduating class will be 
pursuing careers other than those highlighted 
through MADE, while others plan to study 
things in the manufacturing, automation and 
design engineering fields after graduation. 
“Regardless of  the direction they go with their 
studies and their career, I hope as the students 
move on that they can use the skills they 
learned here and they can look back and see 
that their experience was valuable,” Stevenson 
MADE academy coach, Mark LaCombe, said. 
“These students will always be our first class 
and they will go down in history.”

Our Community’s Pride − the UCS Class of  2022!
Utica Community Schools is proud to celebrate the 2,172 graduates who received diplomas 
from the district’s high schools at the 2022 commencement ceremonies. 
The College Board honored 348 graduates as Advanced Placement Scholars for achieving a 
score of  3, 4 or 5 in three or more AP course exams. The Board of  Education recognized 769 
graduates as UCS Academic Scholars for having attained a seven-semester GPA of  3.67 or 
above while taking part in extracurricular or community service activities. 
UCS awarded diplomas to 71 students from its Advancement Via Individual Determination 
(AVID) program and 262 graduates received the UCS Seal of  Global Language. 
The UCS Class of  2022 earned more than $30 million in academic scholarships. This group 
includes 334 valedictorians (4.0 GPA and above) and 13 salutatorians (awarded to student(s) 
with next highest GPA below 4.0), all of  whom are recognized within this graduation issue.  
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In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the 
Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, Title II of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990, the Elliot-Larsen Civil Rights Act and the Persons 
with Disabilities Civil Rights Act, it is the policy of Utica Community 
Schools that no person shall, on the basis of race, color, religion, national 
origin or ancestry, sex, age, disability, height, weight, or marital status be 
excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected 
to discrimination during any instructional opportunities, programs, services, 
job placement assistance, employment or in policies governing student 
conduct and attendance. Any person suspecting a discriminatory practice 
should contact Utica Community Schools Human Resources at 11303 
Greendale, Sterling Heights, MI 48312 or call (586) 797-1000.

Notice of Nondiscrimination
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